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January 28, 2019
Alex Gorsky
Chairman of the Board and Chief Executive Officer
Johnson & Johnson
One Johnson & Johnson Plaza
New Brunswick, NJ 08933
Dear Mr. Gorsky:
I am troubled by recent reports of an alleged decades-long effort by Johnson & Johnson to
potentially mislead regulators and consumers about the safety of one of its products, which may
have resulted in long-term harm for men, women, and children who used Johnson & Johnson
baby powder. According to a December 2017 Reuters report, "from at least 1971 to the early
2000s, the company's raw talc and finished powders sometimes tested positive for small amounts
of asbestos, and ... company executives, mine managers, scientists, doctors and lawyers fretted
over the problem and how to address it while failing to disclose it to regulators or the public." 1 I
therefore request documents and information related to Johnson & Johnson's safety record in
order to understand more about efforts by Johnson & Johnson to determine whether there were
possible carcinogens in its baby power and how it presented that information to regulators and
consumers.
Available documents show that Johnson & Johnson's internal information raised questions about
the purity of the talc used in its baby powder. As early as 1957, a consulting lab informed
Johnson & Johnson of contaminants in the talc from the company's supplier, then in Italy.2 In
the 1960s, the company began sourcing its talc from Vermont mines, and contaminants were
soon discovered in the talc there, too. 3 A series of lab reports conducted for the company
between 1972 and 2003 confirmed that the company's talc and finished powder products tested

positive for asbestos. 4

Yet, throughout this time, even as it received lab reports that showed contamination, it is unclear
whether the company disclosed to the FDA that some of its tested samples contained
contaminants.5 In a 1976 letter, Johnson & Johnson explicitly informed FDA it had tested talc
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