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March 16 (Reuters) - A lawsuit �led by several Colorado municipalities accusing ExxonMobil Corp and Suncor Energy Inc. of

exacerbating climate change belongs in state court where it was �led, the Biden administration told the U.S. Supreme Court on

Thursday.

The administration urged the justices to reject the oil companies’ petition for review of a February 2022 appeals court's ruling

that sent the case back to state court, a venue generally considered more favorable to the municipal plaintiffs.

Advertisement · Scroll to continue

The Denver-based 10th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals remanded the case after concluding that none of the grounds cited by the

companies to change the venue supported giving federal courts jurisdiction.

Register for free to Reuters
and know the full story

The venue question is a key point of contention in roughly two dozen lawsuits �led by states and municipalities against major

oil companies alleging they concealed and misrepresented the dangers associated with burning fossil fuels.
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The oil companies have denied the local and state governments' allegations and argued that despite the municipalities only

raising state law claims, the cases clearly raise federal questions.

Marco Simons, an attorney representing the Colorado municipalities with EarthRights International, said they are encouraged

by the government's recommendation.

“Lawsuits like this one do nothing but waste time and resources and, more importantly, don’t advance efforts to address

climate change," an ExxonMobil spokesperson said in a statement.

The case, if the Supreme Court elects to take it, would give the high court a second chance to clarify whether state or federal

courts should hear the lawsuits �led by states and local governments, including Honolulu, Baltimore, and the states of Rhode

Island and Delaware.

Advertisement · Scroll to continue

The Supreme Court �rst considered the jurisdiction question in 2021 in case brought by the city of Baltimore. It issued a narrow

ruling telling the 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals to reconsider arguments for removal raised by the oil companies in that case,

but didn't weigh in directly on which courts were proper.

The case is Suncor Energy Inc. et al. v. Board of County Commissioners of Boulder County et al., U.S. Supreme Court of the

United States, case No. 21-1550.

For the energy companies: Kannon Shanmugam, Theodore Wells, Daniel Toal and William Marks of Paul Weiss Rifkind

Wharton & Garrison, Hugh Gottschalk and Eric Robertson of Wheeler Trigg O'Donnell.

For the municipalities: Marco Simons, Richard Herz, Michelle Harrison and Sean Powers of EarthRights International, David

Bookbinder of the Niskanen Center and Kevin Hannon of the Hannon Law Firm.

For the U.S. government: Solicitor General Elizabeth Prelogar, Assistant Attorney General Todd Kim and Deputy Solicitor

General Malcolm Stewart.
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AG within as little as a month, according to two sources with knowledge of the plans, to try to

retain the lender's clients and employees.

Exploration & Production

Venezuela's commercial oil exports nearly halted as reviews expand

12:50 PM PDT

01:03
Fed signals it might
pause interest rate
hikes

https://www.reuters.com/business/
https://www.reuters.com/business/finance/ubs-races-seal-credit-suisse-deal-soon-late-april-sources-say-2023-03-23/
https://www.reuters.com/business/finance/ubs-races-seal-credit-suisse-deal-soon-late-april-sources-say-2023-03-23/
https://www.reuters.com/business/finance/
https://www.reuters.com/tags/exploration-production/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/venezuelas-commercial-oil-exports-nearly-halted-reviews-expand-2023-03-23/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/venezuelas-commercial-oil-exports-nearly-halted-reviews-expand-2023-03-23/


3/23/23, 3:40 PM Biden administration tells Supreme Court Big Oil climate cases belong in state court | Reuters

https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/biden-administration-tells-supreme-court-big-oil-climate-cases-belong-state-2023-03-17/ 6/12

Latest

Home

Media

Videos

Pictures

Graphics

Browse

World

Business
Legal

Markets
Breakingviews

Technology

Investigations

Lifestyle

About Reuters

About Reuters

Careers

Reuters News Agency

Brand Attribution Guidelines

Reuters Leadership

Reuters Fact Check

Reuters Diversity Report

Stay Informed

Download the App

Newsletters

Information you can trust

Reuters, the news and media division of Thomson Reuters, is the world’s largest multimedia news provider, reaching
billions of people worldwide every day. Reuters provides business, �nancial, national and international news to
professionals via desktop terminals, the world's media organizations, industry events and directly to consumers.

Follow Us

Finance

Credit Suisse, UBS among banks facing US's Russia-sanctions probe -Bloomberg News

35 min ago

Energy

U.S. energy secretary says it could take years to re�ll oil reserve

1:16 PM PDT

Charged

Ford sees $3 billion pretax loss in its EV business this year

10:11 AM PDT

https://www.reuters.com/
https://www.reuters.com/video/
https://www.reuters.com/news/pictures
https://www.reuters.com/graphics/
https://www.reuters.com/world/
https://www.reuters.com/business/
https://www.reuters.com/legal/
https://www.reuters.com/markets/
https://www.reuters.com/breakingviews/
https://www.reuters.com/technology/
https://www.reuters.com/investigates/
https://www.reuters.com/lifestyle/
https://www.reutersagency.com/en/about/about-us/
https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en/careers.html
https://www.reutersagency.com/en/?utm_source=website&utm_medium=reuters&utm_campaign=site-referral&utm_content=us&utm_term=0
https://www.reutersagency.com/en/about/about-us/brand-attribution-guidelines/
https://www.reutersagency.com/en/about/leadership-team/
https://www.reuters.com/fact-check/
https://www.reuters.com/DiversityReportApril2022
https://www.reuters.com/tools/mobile/us
https://reuters.com/newsletters/
https://www.reuters.com/business/finance/
https://www.reuters.com/business/finance/credit-suisse-ubs-among-banks-facing-uss-russia-sanctions-probe-bloomberg-news-2023-03-23/
https://www.reuters.com/business/finance/credit-suisse-ubs-among-banks-facing-uss-russia-sanctions-probe-bloomberg-news-2023-03-23/
https://www.reuters.com/tags/energy/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/us-energy-secretary-says-it-could-take-years-refill-oil-reserve-2023-03-23/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/us-energy-secretary-says-it-could-take-years-refill-oil-reserve-2023-03-23/
https://www.reuters.com/business/charged/
https://www.reuters.com/business/autos-transportation/ford-sees-3-billion-pretax-loss-its-ev-business-this-year-2023-03-23/
https://www.reuters.com/business/autos-transportation/ford-sees-3-billion-pretax-loss-its-ev-business-this-year-2023-03-23/


3/23/23, 3:40 PM Biden administration tells Supreme Court Big Oil climate cases belong in state court | Reuters

https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/biden-administration-tells-supreme-court-big-oil-climate-cases-belong-state-2023-03-17/ 7/12

Advertise With Us Advertising Guidelines

Cookies Terms of Use Privacy Digital Accessibility Corrections Site Feedback

All quotes delayed a minimum of 15 minutes. See here for a complete list of exchanges and delays.

© 2023 Reuters. All rights reserved

Westlaw

Build the strongest argument relying on
authoritative content, attorney-editor expertise, and
industry de�ning technology.

Onesource

The most comprehensive solution to manage all
your complex and ever-expanding tax and
compliance needs.

Checkpoint

The industry leader for online information for tax,
accounting and �nance professionals.

Re�nitiv Workspace

Access unmatched �nancial data, news and content
in a highly-customised work�ow experience on
desktop, web and mobile.

Re�nitiv Data Catalogue

Browse an unrivalled portfolio of real-time and
historical market data and insights from worldwide
sources and experts.

Re�nitiv World-Check

Screen for heightened risk individual and entities
globally to help uncover hidden risks in business
relationships and human networks.

Thomson Reuters Products

Re�nitiv Products

https://www.twitter.com/Reuters
https://www.facebook.com/Reuters
https://www.instagram.com/Reuters
https://www.youtube.com/user/ReutersVideo
https://www.linkedin.com/company/10256858/
https://www.reutersagency.com/en/services/advertising-solutions/
https://www.reuters.com/info-pages/advertising-guidelines/
https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en/privacy-statement.html#cookies
https://www.reuters.com/info-pages/terms-of-use/
https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en/privacy-statement.html
https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en/policies/digital-accessibility-policy.html
https://www.reuters.com/info-pages/contact-us/
https://trdigital.iad1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8kte8gArGyCGVhz
https://www.reuters.com/info-pages/disclaimer/
https://www.thomsonreuters.com/en/policies/copyright.html
https://legal.thomsonreuters.com/en/products/westlaw
https://tax.thomsonreuters.com/en/onesource
https://tax.thomsonreuters.com/en/checkpoint
https://www.refinitiv.com/en/products/refinitiv-workspace
https://www.refinitiv.com/en/financial-data
https://www.refinitiv.com/en/products/world-check-kyc-screening


3/23/23, 3:40 PM Biden administration tells Supreme Court Big Oil climate cases belong in state court | Reuters

https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/biden-administration-tells-supreme-court-big-oil-climate-cases-belong-state-2023-03-17/ 8/12



3/23/23, 3:40 PM Biden administration tells Supreme Court Big Oil climate cases belong in state court | Reuters

https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/biden-administration-tells-supreme-court-big-oil-climate-cases-belong-state-2023-03-17/ 9/12



3/23/23, 3:40 PM Biden administration tells Supreme Court Big Oil climate cases belong in state court | Reuters

https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/biden-administration-tells-supreme-court-big-oil-climate-cases-belong-state-2023-03-17/ 10/12



3/23/23, 3:40 PM Biden administration tells Supreme Court Big Oil climate cases belong in state court | Reuters

https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/biden-administration-tells-supreme-court-big-oil-climate-cases-belong-state-2023-03-17/ 11/12



3/23/23, 3:40 PM Biden administration tells Supreme Court Big Oil climate cases belong in state court | Reuters

https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/biden-administration-tells-supreme-court-big-oil-climate-cases-belong-state-2023-03-17/ 12/12


